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December 5, 2024 — The True Meaning of Christ’s First Coming — Harold S. Marti

The True Meaning of Christ’s First Coming (Part 5)

Suppose an airplane is flying toward a base on the continent of Antarctica and suddenly it
crashes into the frigid waters north of the continent. Three men are thrown into the ocean, and
the plane sinks at once. Nobody is near the spot, and the closest land area is the country of
New Zealand, a thousand miles away. One of the men can swim for ten minutes; the second
man can swim for two hours; the third man is the world's champion long--distance swimmer.
Which of these three men are going to reach safety? The answer is obvious. None of them will
reach safety. The only difference between them is that the one man will drown in ten minutes,
another in two hours, and the champion will drown a few hours later. And this is a parable of
the human family. The criminal is like the swimmer who is able to keep afloat for ten minutes.
The average person is represented by the swimmer who can stay on the surface for two hours.
And the honest, unusually upright person who is a good citizen and has a tremendous
personality, is like the champion swimmer-but is still unable to reach land.

All human beings need a Saviour, no matter how upright and sincere they are, and the message
of Christmas is this: "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord" (Luke 2:11). The brightest message that has ever been delivered to the human family
is the glad news that in some mysterious way (which we will never be able to quite fully
comprehend), Jesus Christ puts himself underneath our sin, and lifts it off from our souls, and
takes it away. The Apostle John declares that Jesus Christ was manifested "to take away our
sins" (1 John 3:5). The words "take away" simply mean that He removes the guilt and
punishment of sin by paying the price. The angel said to Joseph, "And she shall bring forth a
son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins" (Matthew
1:21).

God did not become a man merely to teach us how to live. Christ did not come into the world
primarily to perform miracles. Jesus came into the world primarily to journey toward the cross.
And Jesus' death on the cross was an act by which He made it possible for us to be delivered
from the dominion of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of the beloved Son (Colossians
1:13).

From Erlinda Cruz:

What a mystery! This plan of God! To save the one loved by God it is! To the ultimate sacrifice
He came for you and for me! That is the mystery of God!
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